The Final Writing Project

Designed by Jennifer Lai & revised by Stacia Steward and Jean Czaja
The purpose of this unit is to give you some experience in writing in your own field. You will learn how to do this primarily through analyzing texts from your own fields. Since not all texts are the same even within a field, this ability to analyze texts will enable you to adapt to any new writing situation. In this unit, you will also learn about some of the basic aspects of research, which are necessary to know no matter what field you are in. In particular, you will learn about how to use the library and how to do citations. 

This unit is not like the other units in that you do all the information at the same time. Rather, the sections of this unit will be done throughout the semester. The end product of this unit will be a final writing project: either an essay in your field or an essay describing your field to a layperson. 
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SECTION 1:
DISCUSSION OF FINAL WRITING PROJECT; COMPARING WRITING IN DIFFERENT DISCIPLINES AND TOPIC SELECTION
  

INTRODUCTION: Discussion of Final Writing Project      (15 minutes) 
The teacher will introduce the students to the Final Writing Project Unit and explain the requirements for the unit. 
Requirements for the Final Writing Project
The paper should be double-spaced, typed, and 8-10 pages in length. You must also have at least 5 citations (from at least three different sources). These citations must be listed in a Works Cited, Bibliography, or References page. The citations should be done in the style of your field. A literature review should review a minimum of 8 articles. You will also write an annotated bibliography related to your final project. 
The options for this paper are as follows: 

OPTION A: Write a short research paper or literature review (or portion of a longer paper) about some topic in your field. 

1. 
You may use a paper you are presently writing for another class in your field. 
(Papers written in previous semesters are unacceptable.) 

2. 
You must consult with a professor in your department as you write and revise the paper. 

3. 
In the informal proposal, please provide information about the writing style the professor wishes you write in. 
Is  the language to be formal or informal? What sections is the article to be divided into? Does the professor  expect a  hypothesis or thesis to be proven? Does the professor expect the conclusion to summarize the main points you have made in the essay or does he/she want you to discuss implications as well? Is the professor looking for display of knowledge or the ability to expound upon your own opinion. You might have to ask your professor for this information. 

Note: If the professor gave you written instructions for this assignment, please give me a photocopy of these requirements. 

4. 
In your informal proposal, give me the name, phone, and e-mail address of the professor for whom you are writing this paper. I might contact the professor if I have questions about the content or writing style of your paper. 

5. 
When you write the paper itself, you must provide a glossary of terms I might not understand. This glossary should be in either alphabetical order or chronological order (the order the words appear in your article). 

6. 
When you write the paper, you must also provide a short description (about one page) of your paper in everyday English (Non-Technical). 
  

OPTION B: Describe your field in everyday English. 

1. 
Describe your field using language that a university student OUTSIDE of your field would understand. 

2. 
You may either give a general overview of your field or you may describe one small aspect of your field. 

  

*If you have troubles coming up with a suitable topic, due to the constraints of your field, come to see me
 

ORAL PRESENTATION GUIDELINES
Description:    The second part of your final project is an oral presentation.  This presentation will be worth 20% of your final project grade.  The requirements for the oral presentations will be described in greater detail in the process of the final unit.  Some basic requirements are below.


The presentation must mirror your topic for the final writing assignment.  


The language in the presentation must be graded, so that it could easily be understood in an undergraduate 101 course.


Students must turn in a detailed outline for their presentation at the final conference.

O
The outline should include notes on: presentation media used, materials used, and any important organization notes.

O
The outline should be a general guide for the presentation.


Some sort of presentation media should be used: overhead projector, PowerPoint, chalkboard, handouts, video, audio, Internet, etc….

 

Informal Proposals
Explain in one or more paragraphs what you would like to do for your final paper. Please describe the topic you will be writing about as well as the genre (basically the style) you will be writing in. 

If you are using a paper you are already writing in your field, the genre might be a lab report, a term paper, a final paper, a literature review, research progress report, journal article, research proposal, technical report, thesis, or a case analysis. If you are having trouble determining the genre, please see me. In your proposal, include the name of your professor for whom you are writing the paper. Also, include your professor's phone number and e-mail address. 

If you are writing a description of your field in everyday English, your genre will be the "humanities genre" we have been studying throughout the whole semester: introduction with thesis statement, body with supporting evidence, and conclusion with a summary of the main points you discussed. If you wish, however, you may experiment with a more journalistic genre found in Business Week, the scientific section of the Tuesday New York Times, National Geographic, or Scientific American. If you are having trouble determining which genre you wish to use, please see me. 

These proposals will be due on 
Once your proposal is approved by me, you can begin working on and writing your paper. 
  

Activity B: Reading/Skimming     ( 35 minutes) 
Get into four groups. Skim through the following pages from Simon & Schuster : 
  
Group 1    Comparing the Different Disciplines 
Group 2    Writing in the Social Sciences & Natural Sciences 
Group 3    The Process of the Research Paper (1st half) 
Group 4    The Process of the Research Paper (2nd half) 
After you read, summarize the main points on a transparency and prepare to present the information. 
 

BREAK: 10 Minutes
  
  
Activity C: Presentations and Discussions     (40 minutes) 
Elect your group spokesperson to present your findings. Feel free to ask questions and make comments after every group presentation. 
  
  
Homework: 
As a follow up for this activity, you will be interviewing a professor from your field and writing up a journal in which you explain what you learned from the interview.  You should refer to the handout, which is provided. 
  
 

Journal Assignment on Field-Specific Writing 

  

Please write a journal about the purposes and styles of writing in your academic field. To complete this assignment, you will need to interview a professor in your field, preferably one whose specialty is closely related to your specialty or desired specialty. Plan now to make an appointment with this professor or to visit him/her during office hours. If you do not personally know your professors or if you would like to get to know a specific professor better, this is the perfect chance to "network" with a professional in your field. (If it is absolutely impossible to meet with a professor, you may interview an experienced graduate student or post-doc who has done extensive writing in your field, but you must obtain permission from me.) The following are some questions you may want to focus on in your interview: 

1. When and why does the professor have to write in English? Some specific questions you might ask are: 

· What are all the different kinds of writing he/she does?

· How often does he/she write each type of paper? (i.e. journal articles, research proposals, letters of recommendation, textbooks, complaint letters)

· How important does the professor think writing is?

· Are there any published guidelines that the professor must follow when writing?

· What is the most difficult aspect of writing for the professor?

2. Are there any other types of writing that professionals in your field who do not hold university positions commonly have to write? 
  

3. What kinds of writing does the professor and other professors in the department expect students to do for classes and research assistantships? (i.e. critical reviews, reflection papers, essay exams, research papers) More specific questions are: 

· What qualities does the professor expect from good writing in these situations?

· Is there a format students should follow?

· What are the biggest problems that the professor sees in student writing?

· Is the professor at all lenient toward grading the writing of international students as opposed to American students? If so, in what ways.

In your journals, please write the name of the professor you interviewed, what you learned from the interview and any thoughts of agreement or disagreement that the discussion aroused. You may include your academic and professional writing experience up till now or your predicted future English writing needs. Think of all the possibilities and avenues where you may need to write in English for school or for your jobs. 
  
  

Adapted from handout prepared by Sheila Lebedenko 

SECTION 2:
LIBRARY RESEARCH
Activity A: Library Instruction      (100 minutes) 

As a class, we will meet with one of the reference librarians who will introduce us to the on-line databases and catalog. 
  

Homework: 

1. Tour of Your Department's Library 

Give yourself a tour of your department library. Note that not all department libraries are located in the Main Library. Familiarize yourself with how to find information in your department library. If you have any questions, ask your department librarian. You may want to ask the librarian about department/discipline specific computerized search devices. 

2. Journal Writing 

In a journal entry, describe what you learned from your tour. In addition, comment on the library instruction you received in class and ask any additional questions you have about the library. This journal will be turned in on 3/4/00.
 

  

SECTION 3: ABSTRACTS & ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES
*Pre-Class Work: Bring an example of an abstract, used in your field. 

Activity A: Summary, Synthesis, & Use of Sources      (10 minutes) 

As a class, discuss the following questions based on reading S&S pp. 117-120 and "Advancing Your Ideas with Sources" 
1. What's the difference between summary and synthesis? 

2. What is the purpose of each? 

3. What types of writing use summary? synthesis? (make a list of each) 

4. If you were to instruct someone on how to write a summary, what advice would you give? 

5. What advice would you give to someone who asked you how to use sources (& synthesis) in his/her writing? 
  

Activity B: Read and Discussion of Abstracts      (20 minutes) 

Read the materials about abstracts. Answer the following questions as you read: 

1. Why have abstracts? 

2. What are the different kinds of abstracts? 

3. How are they different? 

4. What should an abstract include? 

5. What should an abstract not include? 
  

Activity C: Looking at Examples of Abstracts on OHP      (10 minutes) 

Look at the examples of abstracts which your teacher shows you. Compare summary vs. results driven abstracts. Identify and analyze (parts, tense, active/passive voice) of the examples. 

BREAK: 10 Minutes
Activity D: Analysis of Field-Specific Abstracts      (15 minutes) 

(Do individually or in groups according to discipline) 

1. Do all articles in your field have abstracts? If not, what types of articles usually have abstracts? 
  

2. What is the general purpose of abstracts? 
  

3. What is the grammar like in an abstract? 

            a. Are function words (such as articles, prepositions, transition words) left out? 
  

            b. What tense is used? 
  

            c. Is active or passive voice used? 

4. What sort of information is not included in an abstract? What is? Do all abstracts include the same amount of information? 
  

5. Are abstracts in your field descriptive (reduced) or informational (full)? Are they results-driven? 
  
  

Activity E: Class Discussion of Steps in Writing an Abstract        (5 minutes) 

Discuss steps to write an abstract. Later towards the end of the semester, you will write an abstract for your final project. 
  

Activity F: Annotated Bibliography      (10 minutes) 

As a class discuss the form and purpose of an annotated bibliography. 

You will be writing an annotated bibliography related to the topic of your final project. It should include annotations for 6-8 sources (articles, chapters in books, etc.). For each entry give a complete citation followed by a paragraph annotation (around 6-10 sentences/source). The annotation should include a brief summary of the article and an explanation of how the source is relevant to your research topic/paper (i.e. how you might use the source in your final project). 

Your annotated bibliography is due during your conference time on April 10. 
  

Homework: 

1. Find three examples of a genre in your field which you are interested in exploring. For example, if you are writing a case analysis for your Final Writing Project, then bring 3 examples of a case analysis. If, in the future, you will be writing a Doctoral Thesis, then bring 3 examples of a Doctoral Thesis from your field. If you are stumped about what genre to bring, just bring 3 academic journal articles from your field. Bring these examples to class next time. 

2. Write down a one-paragraph abstract and an outline of the research paper, including a list of references/bibliography. Bring it to your conference next week for consultation with the teacher. Prepare for a short presentation to her/him. 

 

 

SECTION 4: INDIVIDUAL CONFERENCES      ( 15 minutes each)
For your conference this week: Prepare a one-paragraph abstract, outline, and preliminary bibliography for your final project. Prepare to present this information in a 15-minute conference with me. During the conference, you will receive help with improving general organization and structure of the research paper, by receiving individualized feedback from the teacher. At the same time, you will develop a better awareness of your audience expectations and reactions. 

Guidelines 

Outline: The outline indicates how the information in your project will be organized. Include all the sections your project will contain (ex. abstract, introduction, objectives, discussion, etc.) according to the conventions of the genre. Within those sections of the outline, give the information that you will include in your paper. 

Preliminary Bibliography: The preliminary bibliography is a tentative list of sources you intend to consult and possibly incorporate (cite) in your project. Organize it according to a documentation style accepted in your field/appropriate to the genre -- include all citation information. 
  

  

  

 

SECTION 5: ANALYSIS OF GENRES & TEXTS IN YOUR FIELD
Activity A: Analysis of Everyday Genres of Texts      (15 minutes) 

Divide into groups of two or three. Each group will be given a different genre to analyze. In your group, each member should make his/her own list of characteristics describing the genre. For example, if the genre you received was a greeting card, your list might look as follows: 

                made of thin cardboard 
                colorful--usually pastel colors for adults, bright colors for children 
                short poem on the inside where all the lines rhyme 
                has a brief greeting on the front: "Happy Birthday" or "Happy Anniversary" 
                usually is folded in half, but sometimes is folded into more than one section 

Discuss your results together. Listen to what your group members say. Take notes. Be ready to explain your genre to the rest of the class. 
  

Activity B: Reporting of Findings      (10 minutes) 

As a class, discuss the different genres and characteristics. Report your results back to class. 
  

Activity C: Language Focus: Formal Grammar and Style      (20 minutes) 

From Academic Writing for Graduate Students by John Swales and Christine Feak, pp. 18-20 

There are particular grammar and style characteristics that are specific to the genre of academic writing. With a partner, look at the following sentences. In each pair, there is some "law" in formal English that is being broken. Try to guess what the rule is. 

1. a. Export figures won't improve until the economy is stronger. 

b. If you fail the exam, you can't enter the university. 

RULE: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. a. The analysis didn't yield any new results. 

b. The government didn't allocate much funding for the program. 

c. This problem doesn't have many viable solutions. 

RULE:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. a. These semiconductors can be used in robots, CD players, etc. 

b. These special tax laws have been enacted in six states: Illinois, Iowa, Ohio, etc. 

RULE:____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. a. You can see the results in Table 1. 

b. You can clearly see the difference between these two processes. 

RULE:____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. a. What can be done to lower costs? 

b. OK, what are the causes of deformation? Many possibilities exist. 

RULE:____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. a. Then the solution can be discarded. 

b. A small bit of ammonium dichromate is added to the gelatin solution gradually. 

RULE:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Now, check the two articles in your field that your brought to class. Do they follow the rules of formality mentioned above? Next to each rule, please indicate whether your field follows /does not follow the rule. If you have time, give an example from your article. 
  

BREAK

  

Activity D: ANALYSIS OF TEXTS FROM YOUR FIELD      (30 minutes) 

In this activity, you will become aware of the linguistic aspects of a chosen genre in your field by completing 1 or 2 Genre Analysis Worksheets depending on time. 

  

1. Genre Analysis Worksheet   

Please answer the following questions for all three articles. 

Your Name ________________________________ 

Title of Article____________________________________________________________ 

OVERALL STRUCTURE 

1. List the sections your article is divided into (e.g., abstract, introduction, methods, results, discussion, conclusion, bibliography, appendices). 
  
  

2. Write down the thesis of this article: 
  
  

3. Is there any thesis statement in the field-specific sample paper? Is it directly stated or is it implied? 
  
  

4. Where is the thesis located? (ex. in the middle of the first paragraph, at the end of the introduction section). 
  
  

CONTENT 

5. Is the content mostly fact or opinion? 
  
  

6. What is the purpose of a typical article in this genre? 
  

TYPE OF LANGUAGE USED 

7. How would you describe the language used in this article? (e.g. argumentative, persuasive, descriptive, factual, formal/informal, brief & concise, detailed & complex, etc.) 
  
  

Answer the following questions for only one section of your article. Analyze the same section in the articles you have brought. 

8. Which section have you chosen to analyze? 
  
  

9. Is this section mostly in active voice or passive voice? 
  
  

10. Which tenses are more commonly used: present, past, or future tense? 
  
  

11. Which modals are more commonly used: can, could, shall, should, will, would,  might, may, must? 
  
  

12. Which pronouns are more commonly used: I, you, he, she, it, we, they? 
  

APPEARANCE 

13. Are there bold headings, underlines, italics? When are they used? 
  
  

14. Are the paragraphs in block form or are they indented? 
  
  

15. Are there graphs, figures, diagrams, illustrations? Where are they located? 
  
  

16. Are there more graphs, figures, equations, etc. than words? 
  

CITATIONS 

17. How are the citations done? Look at Section 3 to remind yourself what to look for. (Remember citations on your final paper will be done in the style they are done in your field.) 
  

2. Genre Analysis Worksheet   

Please answer the following questions for all three articles. 

Your Name ________________________________ 

Title of Article____________________________________________________________ 

OVERALL STRUCTURE 

1. List the sections your article is divided into (e.g., abstract, introduction, methods, results, discussion, conclusion, bibliography, appendices). 
  
  

2. Write down the thesis of this article: 
  
  

3. Is there any thesis statement in the field-specific sample paper? Is it directly stated or is it implied? 
  
  

4. Where is the thesis located? (ex. in the middle of the first paragraph, at the end of the introduction section). 
  
  

CONTENT 

5. Is the content mostly fact or opinion? 
  
  

6. What is the purpose of a typical article in this genre? 
  

TYPE OF LANGUAGE USED 

7. How would you describe the language used in this article? (e.g. argumentative, persuasive, descriptive, factual, formal/informal, brief & concise, detailed & complex, etc.) 
  
  

Answer the following questions for only one section of your article. Analyze the same section in the articles you have brought. 

8. Which section have you chosen to analyze? 
  
  

9. Is this section mostly in active voice or passive voice? 
  
  

10. Which tenses are more commonly used: present, past, or future tense? 
  
  

11. Which modals are more commonly used: can, could, shall, should, will, would,  might, may, must? 
  
  

12. Which pronouns are more commonly used: I, you, he, she, it, we, they? 
  

APPEARANCE 

13. Are there bold headings, underlines, italics? When are they used? 
  
  

14. Are the paragraphs in block form or are they indented? 
  
  

15. Are there graphs, figures, diagrams, illustrations? Where are they located? 
  
  

16. Are there more graphs, figures, equations, etc. than words? 
  

CITATIONS 

17. How are the citations done? Look at Section 3 to remind yourself what to look for. (Remember citations on your final paper will be done in the style they are done in your field.)   

Activity E: Analysis for Collocations (10 minutes) (possibly homework) 

Look at the "Structure of a Formal Essay." Nattinger, J. & DeCarrico, J. (1992). Lexical Phrases and Language Teaching. pp. 164-167. After you are finished reading it, please fill out the following: 

Introduction 

Write down the phrases your articles use for: 

1. Topic priming 

2. Topic nomination 

3. Statement of organization 

Body 

Write down the phrases your articles use for: 

4. Asserting 

5. Agreeing 

6. Disagreeing 

7. Comparing 

8. Contrasting 

9. Recommending 

10. Substantiating 

11. Classifying 

12. Demonstrating 

13. Generalizing 

Conclusion 

Write down the phrases your articles use for concluding: 
  
  

Homework: 

1. Bring your annotated bibliography and a sample literature review from your field to this class. It may be a literature review which stands alone, or it may be part of a longer article (e.g. literature review section of a thesis or journal article). 

2. Read the materials in Appendix D on giving oral presentations. Appendix D includes an article which discusses giving an oral presentation of a scientific paper. 
  
  

 

SECTION 6:
LITERATURE REVIEWS; ORAL PRESENTATION PREPARATION
Activity A: Brainstorming about Literature Reviews      (10 minutes) 

As a class, discuss the following questions. Your teacher will then present on the OHP some additional characteristics of and strategies used in literature reviews. 

1. In what types of writing do you find literature reviews? 

2. What are the purposes/functions of a literature review? 
  

Activity B: Sample Literature Reviews      (10 minutes) 

Your teacher will show you some sample literature reviews on the OHP. Note their characteristics. If there is time, your teacher may distribute a sample literature review to the class and have you analyze its characteristics in small groups. 
  

Activity C: Field-Specific Literature Review      (15-20 minutes) 

Individually, read and analyze the literature review you brought to class answering the questions on the Literature Review Handout.   
  

 

Literature Reviews
The purpose of the literature review for the researcher or reader: 

· to provide background and history of research on the topic 

· to provide a theoretical framework for what follows 

· to identify what others have said, done, or discovered about a topic 

· to extract and synthesize the main points, issues, findings, research methods of previous studies (shows the relationship between them) 

· to place the specific topic of a paper in context of other scholarship and research in the field 

· to show a gap: establishes need for research in this area 

· to identify possibilities for further research 

· to become familiar with difficulties in research in this area and to avoid potential pitfalls others have faced 

A literature review. . . 

· gives a history of discoveries and/or relevant research on the topic 

· shows how different people build on each others work 

· reports on previous studies (doesn't have to be chronological) 

· compare and contrasts studies, points out conflicts and contradictions as well as overlap and agreement 

· shows contrast between what was done and what this author will do 

· shows source of theoretical framework, lays out theoretical constructs 

· makes generalizations on basis of studies, summarizes evidence 

· points out problems with past research 

· points out what is not known and suggests areas for future research 

As you analyze the literature review from your field, answer the following questions: 

1. Where does the literature review appear? Does it stand alone or as a part of a larger work? 
  
  
  
  

2. What is (are) the purpose (s) of this literature review? (see above list) 
  


  

3. How is the literature review organized? 
  
  
  

4. What are the characteristics of this literature review? (style of citation, active vs. passive voice, most commonly used tense, most commonly used modal auxiliaries, pronouns) 
  
  

  

  

Activity D: Reporting and Discussion      (5-10 minutes) 

As a class, discuss what you found. Discuss any questions you have about literature reviews and today's activities. 

  

BREAK

  

Activity E: Freewrite on "Best Oral Presentation I Gave or Saw"      (10 min.) 

Write a freewrite in which you comment on the best oral presentation you have given OR seen given in English. Make sure to comment on the characteristics that made this presentation good. 
  

Activity F: Do's and Don'ts List      (10 minutes) 

As a class, make a list on the chalkboard of "do's" and "don'ts" in giving a good oral presentation. 
  

Activity G: Oral Presentations Guidlines      (10 minutes) 

Your teacher will go over transparencies, giving the structure and characteristics of a good oral presentation and eliciting comments and feedback . 
  

Activity H: Discussion of Requirements for Final Writing Project Oral Presentations     (remaining time) 

The teacher will discuss the specifics and answer questions about the Final Writing Project oral presentations. (See Section 10 for further details) 
  
  
  

 

SECTION 7:
PEER EDITING
Activity A: Choosing a Partner      (3 minutes) 

Choose a peer-editing partner according to the following criteria: 

1. If you have written a paper describing your field in everyday English, trade your paper with someone in the class who is not in your field. 

2. If you have written a paper which is in the genre of your field, please trade your paper with someone who is in your field. 

Note: If you are peer editing choice 1, go to Activity B. If you are peer editing choice 2, go to Activity C. Alternatively, the teacher may pair students. 
  

Activity B: Editing a Paper Written in Everyday English      (50 minutes) 

In this activity, please write your comments onto your partner's rough draft and ask your classmate for his/her Citation Analysis Worksheets. 
  

OVERALL STRUCTURE 

1. Is there a thesis? 

2. Is the thesis supported in the body of the paper? 
  

CONTENT 

3. What is the paper about? 

4. Do you, as a layperson, understand what the paper is trying to convey? If not, mark the parts of the paper you don't understand. 
  

TYPE OF LANGUAGE USED 

5. Is there a lot of technical vocabulary you don't understand? If so, mark them. 
  

GRAMMAR 

6. Are there any grammar problems which obscure the meaning of the paper? If so, point them out to your partner. 
  

CITATIONS 

7. Is there information in the paper which is not common knowledge? If so, did your partner acknowledge the source of the information through citations? If not, point out these areas to your partner. 

8. Are the citations done in the style they are supposed to be done in your partner's field? (Refer to your partner's Citation Analysis Worksheets). 
  

Homework: 

Now show the other copy of your rough draft to a professor in your department (perhaps your advisor). Ask for feedback on the content and structure and style of the paper. Ask if it follows the conventions in your field. 

Consider your classmate and professor's comments and remarks on the rough draft of your paper and rewrite it. Bring the re-written version, as well as the rough drafts with comments to class in the next conference session. 
  

Activity C: Editing a Paper Written in a Genre from Your Field      (50 minutes) 

In this activity, please write your comments onto the rough draft. Please also ask your classmate for his/her Genre Analysis Worksheets from this unit. Use the above notes as an information resource when you answer the following questions. 

OVERALL STRUCTURE 

1. Is your partner following the overall structure of a paper written in your field? 

2. Is there a thesis statement? 
  

CONTENT 

1. What does the paper talk about? 

2. Is the content of the paper accurate? Or are there some flaws in the information? Point out the areas that you think might be incorrect to your partner. 
  
TYPE OF LANGUAGE USED 

3. Does the language follow the conventions that you use in your field? For example, if the language that you use in your field is formal, academic, and complex, then your partner's writing should follow the same format. 
  

GRAMMAR 

4. Are there any grammar problems which obscure the meaning of the paper? If so, point them out to your partner. 

5. Is your partner following the grammatical conventions of your field? If not, point this out to your partner. 
  

APPEARANCE 

6. Does your partner follow the conventions in your field for location of illustrations, graphs, charts, etc. 

7. Does your partner follow the conventions in your field for underlining, bold headings, etc. 
  

CITATIONS 

8. Is there information in the paper which is not common knowledge? If so, did your partner acknowledge the source of the information through citations? If not, point out these areas to your partner. 

9. Are the citations done in the style they are done in your field?(Remember that the citations on your final paper will be done in the style they are done in your own field.) 
  

Homework: 

Now show the other copy of your rough draft to a professor in your department (perhaps your advisor). Ask for feedback on the content and structure and style of the paper. Ask if it follows the conventions in your field. 

Consider your classmate and professor's comments and remarks on the rough draft of your paper and rewrite it. Bring the re-written version, as well as the rough drafts with comments to class in the next conference session. 
  

SECTION 8: CONFERENCES      (time varies, about 20 minutes/student)

The purpose of this last mandatory conference is for you to experience the process of rethinking about writing and to receive individual feedback on your Final Writing Project. Please bring the following items to your conference:   

· outlines 

· rough draft(s) of your paper 

· any drafts or comment sheets from classmate(s) & professor(s) or other professional(s) in your field 

· outline of your oral presentation 

· any already-prepared visual aids 

Please be on time and come prepared with questions, difficulties, or comments about your Final Writing Project. Also, be prepared to discuss your oral presentation. 
  

Date/Time of your Conference: _____________________
  

  
  

 

