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Philosophy: 
Although ESL401 is primarily a writing course, you will be reading a substantial amount of material for this course.  This mini-unit was developed to help you review the reading process. 

Goals:

Review the reading process 


Show how reading and writing complement each other


Become comfortable with the language learning process

Purposes: 
To introduce the concept of critical reading.

To practice several critical reading strategies, including previewing, annotating, and analyzing and evaluating an argument.

To introduce students to strategies for handling vocabulary.

Framework of the Reading Process:
Pre-Reading
Skimming--reading quickly over the text to get a general idea

Predicting--asking yourself questions about the text

During Reading
Read to answer your questions 

Vocabulary--guess meaning from context.  If you’re really stumped, circle the word and go back to it later.

Scanning--use this skill if you are looking for certain information

Study Reading--use this skill if you really want to learn the information well.  You can highlight, write notes in the margins, make charts & diagrams.

Post-Reading
Find ways to reformulate the information you have read--writing summaries, freewriting, making semantic maps, charts.

A.  Warm-up Discussion(small groups)  (10 minutes + 5 minutes)

1)
Do you have to do a lot of reading in your area of study?  What types of assignments do you have to read?  What types of strategies do you use to improve your understanding of what you read?  In your group, make a list of the reading strategies you talk about. 

2)
What do you do when you're reading something and you come across a word that you don't know?  Do you ignore it, look it up in a dictionary, or try to guess the meaning of the word?  Do you have any special strategies you use to handle new vocabulary?  Tell the people in your group?  Choose someone in your group to write down your ideas. 

3)
Tell the rest of the class about your strategies for reading and handling new vocabulary.

B.  Previewing (small groups)   (10 minutes)

Previewing something before you read it can be a very useful strategy, especially when the reading is very long.  It can give you an idea about the organization of the text.  It can also help you to think critically about the text.  Previewing can give you information about the author, what the purpose of the writing is, and who the text was written for.  

Predicting is a very important part of reading because it keeps you actively engaged in the text.  By trying to guess what is going to happen next, you become more motivated to read.  When you are motivated, you are more likely to remember what you have read after you have finished reading.

Before you read "Diplomats in our Backyard," answer the following previewing and predicting questions:

1.
Who is the author?  What do you know about him?

2.
What information about the article does the title give us?  For example, what does "Diplomats" make you think of?  Who does "our" refer to?

3.
What is the source of the article?  What kind of audience is expected to read it?

4.
Based on your previewing, what do you expect to learn in this article?  What questions do you have?  List them here.

C. Skimming (large group/individual)  (5 minutes + 5 minutes + 5 minutes)

1)
As a large group, discuss the following questions:



a.  What is skimming?



b.  How do you skim?



c.  Why is skimming a useful skill to know?

2).  Read the following questions.  Then skim over the article quickly  (in about 5 minutes), keeping in mind the questions.  Briefly  answer the following questions:


a.  What is the article about in general?


b.  How is the story organized?


c.  What is the tone of the author?  (e.g., positive, cruel, biased)


d.  What are some difficulties you might have in reading the text?


e.  What are some questions you have about the text, which you would like 
answered?


f.  What do you personally already know about the topic?

D.   Scanning (large group/individual)  (5 minutes + 5 minutes)

1).  As a large group discuss the following questions:


a.  What is scanning?


b.  Why is scanning useful?

2). Your teacher will ask you some questions.  Find the answers in the text as quickly as you can through scanning.

E.  Annotating & Handling New Vocabulary

Probably one of the most effective critical reading strategies is annotating the text while you're reading.  Annotating means using a pencil or pen and making notes in the text.  You can make notes about the organization of the text, underline or summarize main points, underline or circle words you don’t know, ask questions about things that you don't understand, raise doubts you have about the author's opinions, and write your reactions to the text.  As you annotate, imagine that you are involved in an active discussion with the author.  Read actively, not passively.  You'll remember and learn more.


When you are reading, DO NOT look up every single word you don’t know.  First, go through the steps below.  If you really want to know the meaning of the word, WAIT until you are finished reading to look up the meaning.  Sometimes the word you don’t know is not very important to the overall meaning of the article.  Sometimes, as you read on, you can discover the meaning through context.


1.
Determine the part of speech of the new word.

2.
Look at the words surrounding the new word to see if they give any clues as to the meaning of the word. (e.g. restatement, contrast, example, general sense)


3.  
Guess the meaning of the word.


4.
If your guess



a.  seems to fit the sentence, go on.

b.  doesn’t seem to fit the sentence, circle the word and look it up when you are finished reading.

1).  Read the article, "Diplomats in our Backyard."  As you read, annotate the text following the above guidelines.  Underline every word you don’t know. (15 min) 

2).  After you've finished reading, go back to the words you've underlined.  Decide if the word is necessary for full understanding of the article.  If it is, circle it.  If it isn't, ignore it.  Words that are necessary for full understanding are called key words.  For every word that you have circled, try to guess the meaning of the word from its context using the above steps.  Write each word here with what you think it’s meaning is.  (5 minutes)

3).  Compare your list with a partner.  Do you have some of the same words?  Do you agree on the definitions?  Do you some words that your partner doesn't?  Help each other with the words that you know.  (5 minutes)

4).  Compare and discuss your annotations with a partner.  Are your annotations similar?  What kinds of things did you make notes about? (10 minutes)

5). Whole class review - (10 minutes)

     Discuss any key words you are still having trouble defining.  Discuss the teacher's annotations and compare them with yours.

    
Remember as you encounter unfamiliar vocabulary in a reading that not all words are necessary for full understanding of the main ideas.  Decide if an unfamiliar word is a key word.  If it is, then try to guess its meaning from context.  If you really don't know what the word means, look it up in the dictionary.

Source for critical reading ideas: Reading Critically, Writing Well by Axelrod and Cooper.

Ideas for study reading:
· Keep a journal or learning log of everything you learn.

· Make an outline

· Make a semantic map

· Put the information into a chart

· Write a summary

· Make flashcards

· Write notes in the margins of the book.  These notes should only include key words.  You should NOT copy exactly what is in the book word for word.  By putting the information in your own words, you remember the information more easily.

· Underline important information.  DO NOT underline whole sentences at a time.  Just highlight key words and main ideas.

· Read slowly if you are having difficulty understanding the material.  If you are having a lot of difficulty with the material, reread the material.

· Constantly relate the new information you are reading with what you already know about the topic.

TO THE STUDENT:

Reading and writing go hand in hand.  If you are a good reader, you will naturally become a good writer. In this unit, you have learned that before reading, you should briefly skim over the work.  Also, during the pre-reading stage you should predict what the reading will be about by asking yourself questions about the text.  This will help actively engage you in the reading process.  By actively reading, you remember more and the reading becomes easier.  When you come across vocabulary words you don’t know, try to GUESS what they mean from the context.  IF you can’t guess, then try to decide if the word is important to the meaning of the sentence.  If not, then skip the word.  There is an excellent chapter on learning new vocabulary in Simon and Schuster (see pp. 391-396).  In the during-reading stage, you sometimes need to adjust your speed.  You can read faster if you are familiar with the material, more slowly if you want to absorb the material more carefully.  Moreover, you will sometimes need to read a passage more than one time if you are studying for a test.  Finally, if you are studying material for a class, do something to help you remember what you’ve read.  You can freewrite, write notes in the margins, underline, make checkmarks, make note cards. If you have time, read Chapter 5 in Simon and Schuster about reading.  Remember that many aspects of reading also carry over into writing.  When you read, you should be aware of audience and tone, main ideas, supporting ideas, what kinds of transitions the author uses, style, etc.  The more you notice when you read, the better your writing will become.

HOMEWORK:  Forum #2

OPTION 1:  Write (at least a half page) reflecting on today’s reading exercises.  You should do this today or tomorrow at the latest while the experience is still fresh in your mind.    If you are having difficulty in knowing what to write about, you can consider answering one or more of the following questions:

How often have you used skimming and scanning techniques in your reading?  Do you feel better able to use these techniques now?  What is the most difficult part of reading for you?  What do you think is the most effective way to study reading material for a test or quiz?  In what was were today’s exercises helpful (or frustrating) for you?   

OPTION 2:  Write a critical response (at least a half page) to the article “Diplomats in Our Backyard.”  What is your reaction?  What do you think of it?  Do you agree or disagree with the author?

The Following is taken from  H. Douglas Brown and Susan Gonzo, (1995),  Readings on Second Language Acquisition, Prentice Hall, pp. 10, 11, 19.

Questions to Guide in Understanding and Evaluating Research (General)
1.
What is the purpose of this study?

2.
How does this study relate to other research that has been done in this area, as described in the literature review?

3.
What data were collected and how were they collected?

4. 
What are the conclusions?  Are generalizations about the results appropriate?

5.
How does the study contribute to the field?

6.
What are the implications of the study for language learning and teaching?

[or for learning, research, and teaching in field X?]

Questions for Quantitative/Experimental Research
1.
What are the research questions and hypotheses?

2.
Who were the subjects in the study?  How were they selected?  What are their characteristics?

3.
What variables does the researcher want to manipulate?  Which ones are to be held constant?

4.
What data were collected and how were they collected?

5.
How were the data analyzed?  (What statistical procedures were used?)

6.
Are the results of the study generalizable to the broader population?

7.
Has the researcher provided enough information so that someone else could replicate the study?

Questions to Guide Reading of a Statistical Study
1.
What literature is reviewed?  Is the review current and complete?  Where does the study fit into the field?  (Introduction section)

2.
What is the purpose of the study?  (Introduction section, especially the Statement of Purpose subsection)

3.
Who was studied and how were they selected?  Were there enough people in the study to make the results meaningful?  (Subjects subsection)

4. 
What tests, questionnaires, rating scales, etc., were used?  What do they look like?  And, are they reliable and valid for the purposes of the study?  (Materials subsection)

5.
What actually happened to the subjects during the data gathering process?  (Procedures subsection)

6.
How were the data organized and analyzed?  (Results section)

7.
Is there enough information provided to replicate the study?  (throughout the Method section including the Subjects, Materials, and Procedure subsections)

8. 
What were the descriptive results?  What other statistical results came out of this study?  (Results section)

9.
What were the answers to the research questions and what do the answers indicate?  (Discussion section)

10.
What are the implications of the results, and how do they relate to the field as a whole?  (Discussion or Conclusions section)

11.
Which conclusions follow directly from the results and which ones are more speculative?  (Discussion or Conclusions section)

12.
What questions arose in the course of doing the study that might be useful for future research?  (Discussion or Conclusions section)

Questions for Qualitative/Ethnographic Research
1.
What is the research problem or the goal of the study?  (Notice that there are not specific ‘research questions’ or hypotheses to be tested.)

2.
Who were the participants in the study?

3.
What was the role of the researcher in the study?  (Observer? Participant/Observer?)

4.
What data were collected and how were they collected?  Over what period of time were they collected?

5.
In the course of collecting and analyzing the data, what questions emerged (or what hypotheses were generated)?

6.
To what extent are the results generalizable or applicable to other contexts or groups?

