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INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE:


•
To review the basics of academic writing

• 
To highlight that writing is a process

• 
To review concepts such as audience, thesis statement, introduction/body/conclusion, coherence and outline

• 
To write a 5-paragraph essay on a non-technical topic of your choice

HOMEWORK:  Read Simon and Schuster Chapters 1, 2, 3 (pp. 2-60)

TABLE OF CONTENTS:
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DAY 1 SECTION 1:
SELECTING A TOPIC/DEFINING YOUR AUDIENCE

OPENER (10 MINUTES FOR DISCUSSION AND 5 MINUTES FOR PRESENTATIONS)

Get together in groups of 3 or 4.  Take 10 minutes to discuss, answering this question “What is considered good writing in your country”?  Have one person take notes on your discussion.  He or she will then briefly present your group’s findings to the class.

ACTIVITY A:  Introduction To Textbook Activity (20 minutes)

Part I 

*By Sheila Lebedenko

In groups of 3, answer the following questions to become familiar with your Simon & Schuster textbook.  Write down the page number where you find the answer.

1.
Read or skim “To Students” on p. xxi..

2.
What does the author suggest to become familiar with this book?  How many tables of contents (TOC) does the book have?  What pages are they on?  What are the differences between them?  Skim the TOC and list the major classifications of the contents of this book.

3.
Turn to the inside back cover of the textbook.  Read “How to Find Information in Your Simon & Schuster Handbook for Writers” and “Elements on the Pages of this Handbook.”  Ask questions if you are confused.

4.
Imagine that my comments on your rough draft (in the future) advise you to work on compound sentences and coordinating conjunctions.  Where can you look in your textbook to get this help?

5.
Suppose I advise you to practice forming noun clauses. Does the textbook contain any cross-references in the noun clause section?

6.
Suppose you are curious about word choice and decide to resort to your textbook for guidance.  What warning does the textbook give you?

7.
If your peer editor suggests that your pronoun usage is biased toward he, his and him, where can you look in the textbook for help?

8.
Imagine that as you are writing an essay for this class, you are not sure whether to use the word “ensure” or “assure.”  Can the textbook help you?

9.
Look at p. 313, Why are PHRASE and CLAUSE in all capital letters?  Can you define these words?

Part II (10 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONS:
In pairs, (1) look up, “audience” and make a list summarizing what Simon & Schuster have to say about it.  (2) Use the index of S&S to look up ways you can select topics for a paper and summarize this as well for the class.

Next, present your findings to the class.

ACTIVITY B: NARROWING THE TOPIC (10 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONS: Take 10 minutes to relax, take a deep breath, and freewrite about a possible topic for your essay.  If you wish, you may use some of the other techniques mentioned in the previous activity on "Selecting a Topic" instead of freewriting.

REMINDER: Save your notes from this activity. You will be using them in the next sections.

(BREAK TIME: 10 MINUTES)

DAY 1 SECTION 2:  THESIS
ACTIVITY A: WHAT IS/ISN’T A THESIS STATEMENT?
INSTRUCTIONS:

Look at these examples of thesis statements.  In pairs, discuss why those marked “NOT A THESIS STATEMENT” are incorrect.  If you are confused, we will discuss these as a class next.

The Thesis Statement
1.)
The thesis statement should be expressed in a complete sentence.


NOT A THESIS STATEMENT:  My fear of the dark.


THESIS STATEMENT:  A fear of the dark can make life miserable

2.) 
A thesis statement usually expresses an opinion, attitude, or idea.


NOT A THESIS STATEMENT:  I am going to discuss the effects of radiation.


THESIS STATEMENT:  The effects of radiation are often unpredictable.

3.)  
A thesis statement should express an opinion.  It should not be just a fact.  Since the thesis statement expresses an attitude, opinion, or idea about a topic, the thesis statement is really a statement with which someone could disagree.  The thesis statement, therefore, is a statement that needs to be explained or proved to the reader.


NOT A THESIS STATEMENT:  Cows produce milk.


THESIS STATEMENT:  The milk cows produce is not fit for human consumption.


NOT A THESIS STATEMENT:  There are many advantages and disadvantages to going to college. 


THESIS STATEMENT:  The advantages of going to college far outweigh the disadvantages.

4.)  
The thesis statement should express only one idea about one topic.  If a thesis statement contains two or more ideas, the essay runs the risk of lacking unity and coherence.


NOT A THESIS STATEMENT:  Going to college in the Midwest can be fun, and I have found that living in a suburb of a large city is the best way to live at college.


THESIS STATEMENT:  Going to college in the Midwest is fun.


THESIS STATEMENT:  Living in a suburb of a large city is the best way to live 


at college.

5.)  
If you have an essay (longer than one paragraph), the thesis usually comes at the end of the first paragraph.   

6.)  
If you have a one-paragraph essay, then the thesis is usually at the beginning of the paragraph.

7.)  
The thesis is usually not stated in the form of a question because a question doesn't have an opinion or an attitude.  

8.)  
The thesis should not contain words that are too general.  Examples of general words include nice, good, interesting, boring, bad, dull.

9.)  
The thesis statement should be stated as clearly and as concisely as possible. 

*Points 1-4 & 9 are quoted from the ESL114 materials designed by Greg Cheatham.  

As a class, discuss any questions or comments about what you have just read

ACTIVITY B:  REVISING POORLY WRITTEN THESIS (10 minutes)

Instructions:

The following thesis statements are poorly written.  With a partner, explain why these statements are poorly written and revise them.  Be creative.  Feel free to add information, add words, or even eliminate words.

1.
Deceptive advertising can cause many problems for consumers.

2.
Fewer adults than ever vote in local elections. 

3.
Going to the beach is a nice way to spend one’s holiday.

**HOMEWORK:
Read Simon and Schuster Chapters 1, 2, 3 (pp. 2-60) (skim through these chapters picking out of the major ideas)

DAY 2 SECTION 1: Topic, Thesis, & the Essay

ACTIVITY A: FIND THE TOPIC AND THE THESIS  (5 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONS:

Teacher will demonstrate, finding the thesis statement and topic of an essay. 

Students should then mark the thesis statements and topics of the two articles.

Be prepared to present your findings to the class.

ACTIVITY B:  LOOKING AT SAMPLES FROM YOUR MAJOR  (10 minutes)

*BRING TO CLASS: An academic journal article from your field.

INSTRUCTIONS:

Get into groups with students from the same major or majors in the same general field.  If there is nobody in a field related to yours, pick a partner who also doesn’t fit in a group.  Report to the class (verbally):

1.)
The general topic of the article 

2.)
Where you found the thesis (e.g., in the introduction, first paragraph) 

3.)
The thesis statement in your own words

4.)
Whether the thesis fits the above requirements (in Activity A) for a thesis.

ACTIVITY C:  BRIEF SUMMARY OF INTRODUCTIONS, BODIES, and CONCLUSIONS (15 minutes)

Instructions:

Skim over these and familiarize yourselves with them.  It isn’t necessary to read the passages in S&S recommended below, you do that later.

Introduction
1.  A well-written introduction has some satisfactory means of attracting the reader's attention known as the motivator such as the use of a statistics, the opposite opinion, a definition of a term, a quotation, an interesting statement, a provocative question or questions, or of an interesting brief story or anecdote.

2.  A well-written introduction has a restricted, unified, and precise thesis statement 

3.  You may write the introductory paragraph either before or after you have completed the rest of the essay, just be sure to have a clear thesis statement.

4.  Read pp. 95-98 in the Simon & Schuster Handbook for Writers for more information about introduction.

Body
5.  The body should support the thesis (S&S pp. 69 & 70).  This can be done by giving examples, using logical arguments, quotations, etc.  There should be a clear relationship between thesis statement (mentioned in the introduction) and the supporting paragraphs in the body.

6. The sentences in the body should flow smoothly from one sentence to the next.  This flow can be achieved through good use of transition words and overall logical organization.

Conclusion
7.  The conclusion should briefly summarize what you wrote in your essay, especially in very long essays.  This includes a rewording of your thesis.

8.   The conclusion should NOT contain new ideas.

9.  However, in some fields, while trying to look ahead in the future, conclusions do contain predictions (new ideas).  These predictions, however, must be based on ideas previously mentioned in your paper.

10.  Please read pp. 98 & 99 in the Simon & Schuster Handbook for Writers for more information about conclusions.

*Use these as general guidelines for introductions, bodies, and conclusions
*Points 1, 2, 3 are quoted from materials by Greg Cheatham. 

ACTIVITY D: INTRODUCTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS (15 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. In pairs, you will be assigned to read either about introductions (pp. 96-98) or about conclusions (pp. 98 & 99) in Simon and Schuster.  Take notes about what constitutes a good introduction or conclusion.  Compare your notes with your partner.

2. Find a partner who read about the opposite of what you read.  If you read about conclusions, find a partner who read about introductions, and vice versa.  Share your notes with each other.

3.  With your new partner, choose an introductory paragraph from pp. 97.  See if it follows all the requirements for a good introduction.  

4. Then, choose a concluding paragraph from p. 99.  See if it follows all the requirements for a good conclusion. 

5. Report what you’ve learned to the class.

BREAK: 10 Minutes

DAY 2 SECTION 2:

ACTIVITY A: WAYS OF ADDING EVIDENCE TO THE BODY (15 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONS:
1.  Look at the paragraphs on pp. 74 & 75 of Simon and Schuster.  Quickly, write lightly in pencil which elements of "RENNS" the paragraph illustrates.  Be ready to respond to the teacher in the full class discussion.

2. Discuss the elements of "RENNS" in each paragraph.  Talk about how and why these elements make the paragraph a good paragraph.

3. Do Exercise 4-2 on p. 77 of Simon and Schuster.
ACTIVITY B: WAYS OF ACHIEVING COHERENCE IN THE BODY (10 minutes)


INSTRUCTIONS:
One way to make your essays flow more smoothly is to use techniques of coherence.  

1. Read through pp. 77-82 in Simon and Schuster to learn about ways you can make your essay more coherent.  

2. The instructor will give you an essay, which contains little to no coherence.  In pairs, use the techniques you learned in pp. 77-82 to make this essay more coherent.   

ACTIVITY C: PATTERNS YOU CAN USE IN THE BODY (10 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONS:
There are many different ways you can organize the information in a paragraph.  These are explained in Section 4F of Simon and Schuster.  The best way to think about these patterns is to think about them as tools you can use to fine-tune your writing.

1. Each group will be assigned a pattern(s) to study on pp. 88-94 in Simon and Schuster by the teacher.  Be ready to describe your pattern to the class.  Choose a recorder to take notes.

2. Choose a presenter to describe your pattern(s) to the class.

3.  In a group, do Exercise 4-8 in Simon and Schuster.  Compare answers as a class.

HOMEWORK: NONE

DAY 3 SECTION 1: OUTLINING
ACTIVITY A:  READING  (5 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONS:
Skim through the material about outlines (pp. 37-43) in Simon and Schuster.  I’m assuming that you have had experience with outlines.  If not, and you don’t understand the material, let me know and I will give you a hand.  

*An outline for a five-paragraph essay:

I.  Introduction (Includes thesis)

II. Supporting idea for thesis (Body--paragraph 1)


A.  Specific support sentence



1.  Additional detail about A (if necessary)



2.  Additional detail about A  (if necessary)


B.  Specific support sentence



1.  Additional detail about B  (if necessary)



2.  Additional detail about B  (if necessary)

III.  Supporting idea for thesis (Body--paragraph 2)


A.  Specific support sentence



1.  Additional detail about A  (if necessary)



2.  Additional detail about A  (if necessary)


B.  Specific support sentence



1.  Additional detail about B  (if necessary)



2.  Additional detail about B  (if necessary)

IV.  Supporting idea for thesis (Body--paragraph 3)


A.  Specific support sentence



1.  Additional detail about A  (if necessary)



2.  Additional detail about A  (if necessary)


B.  Specific support sentence



1.  Additional detail about B  (if necessary)



2.  Additional detail about B  (if necessary)

V.  Conclusion

*Above outline adapted from materials developed by Greg Cheatham.

ACTIVITY B – Re-Read the Essay, “Foreign Students: Adapt or Stay Home” (15 minutes)

Instructions:

After reading the essay, “Foreign Students: Adapt or Stay Home” I’d like you to decide what your feelings are toward this subject.  To help you do this you should try to use one of the methods for choosing a topic in Simon & Schuster pp. 21-29.

ACTIVITY C – Write the Outline (20 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONS:

Using your topic from activity B, write an outline, using activity A as a reference.  Try to make it as complete as possible, so it will be easier to write a paper from it.

BREAK: 10 Minutes

RESUME CLASS IN G8 (THE COMPUTER LAB)

DAY 3 SECTION 2: WRITING THE ROUGH DRAFT
INSTRUCTIONS:
Write a well-organized essay about your opinion to the question raised by “Foreign Students: Adapt or Stay Home.”  Remember to include:

•
a good introduction with a thesis statement

•
a good conclusion that recaptures the main points you have addressed in your essay

If you have difficulty writing an introduction, you can always write the body first and write the introduction later.  

*HOMEWORK: 

1) Finish your rough draft.  REMEMBER, please bring three copies of your paper.  Remember to SAVE your paper on your disk and BRING your disk to class.  If you borrowed a disk from me, please transfer your paper to your own disk and return mine.  Thanks.

2) Also, Look at “REVISING ESSAYS” worksheet and familiarize yourselves with it.  That means that you should look at the recommended pages in the book

DAY 4 SECTION 1: EDITING
ACTIVITY A: Introduction to Peer Editing
INSTRUCTIONS:

*Talk about the “REVISING ESSAYS” worksheet.  Check for any questions.  

*Go over “Sample Editing Symbols”

*Review peer editing procedures

ACTIVITY B: Editing papers in your group.

INSTRUCTIONS:
Get into groups of 3 and answer the following questions.  Please make comments directly onto your classmate’s paper. 

1.  Does the essay have a clear introduction, body, and conclusion?  If not, what suggestions would you give your classmate to improve these aspects?

2.  Does the introduction contain a thesis with an opinion?  If not, what suggestions would you give your classmate to improve the thesis?

3.  Do all of the supporting ideas relate directly to the thesis?  If not, how could your classmate solve this problem?

4.  Does the conclusion sum up the main ideas of the essay without introducing completely new ideas?  If not, what would you suggest your classmate do?

5.  What do you like about the essay?

6.  At the top of the page write, "Reviewed by  your name. "

7.  When you finish editing your classmates paper, pass it on to the next classmate.  

When you have finished with the peer editing, completely, you may ask me any questions about you paper that you may have.  This is not mandatory though.

Based on the comments from your classmates and your teacher, work on your second draft.  If you have any questions, please feel free to ask the teacher.  Remember that the essay should be at least five paragraphs long. 

BREAK: 10 Minutes

RESUME CLASS IN G8 (THE COMPUTER LAB)
DAY 4 SECTION 2: REWRITING

INSTRUCTIONS:

When all the papers in your group have been edited study the notes by your editors.  Then go to the computer lab (G8) and revise your paper using their notes as an aid.  If you have any questions, please feel free to ask the instructor.

HOMEWORK: 

Finish your essay.  It will be due at the beginning of the next class.

WRITING REVIEW UNIT FINISHED! (
1


Energy continues to constitute a major issue in domestic and international politics.  World energy consumption has more than tripled since 1950, a tendency which shows no indication of stopping.  Statistics also reveal that more than 74% of the world’s energy consumption comes from fossil fuels: petroleum, natural gas, and coal.  Because of the scarcity of these fuels, and the fact that they exist on Earth in a limited amount, many countries have turned to nuclear power as a short- and long-term solution to the energy crisis that must someday come when the fossil fuels run out.


The recognition of the potential benefits of nuclear power is not limited only to the United States and the EC.  In fact, the International Atomic Energy Agency lists more than 420 nuclear power stations among 30 nations.  While the United States leads the list in number of plants (112), followed by France (56), Japan (41), the United Kingdom (37), and Germany (26), nuclear power as an energy policy has been adapted by non-Western developing countries as well.  Brazil, Bulgaria, Pakistan, India and Yugoslavia all have nuclear power plants currently operating in their countries.  Still others, such as Romania, China, Cuba, and Iran have units currently under construction.


The turn toward nuclear energy as part of a coherent national energy policy depends to a great extent on a country’s production and consumption.  Although the United States operates more than double the number of reactors than France, American reactors contribute only 6.9% of total energy production, whereas France depends on atomic power for 74.5% of its total electricity needs.  This is not surprising, given that the US is also a major producer of petroleum, coal, and natural gas.  Similarly, it is also understandable that almost none of the OPEC nations (Saudi Arabia, Venezuela, Kuwait, etc.) have embarked on a policy toward nuclear energy.


Technological advances and close governmental control continue to make nuclear power an attractive option over other energy sources.  The recent and often incredible discoveries in computer hardware and software, especially in robotics and artificial intelligence, have clear and positive applications in improving safety as well as profitability.  National governmental agencies, such as the Atomic Energy Commission, are working together with the International Atomic Energy Agency to provide the necessary inspections and controls to guarantee the public’s safety.  This cooperation can be expected to increase as many countries around the world “open up” and join the international community.


For the people of many countries, however, nuclear energy is still viewed with distrust.  Unfortunately, these countries also lack sufficient natural resources to meet their energy demands, and thus rely heavily on importing foreign oil.  This may prove to be the riskiest policy of them all, since their dependence on foreign governments will grow as fast as their energy consumption.  Nuclear power, especially for them, then, might be worth another thought.

2


Nuclear power is a common source of energy these days in many countries.  It is produced in large reactors by fusion using uranium, a radioactive metal.  Most of the world’s supply of uranium comes from South Africa, the country of the infamous apartheid, which represses millions of native Black Africans.  These poor people have to work in terrible conditions, usually in mines and factories, because the white people don’t want to do those jobs.  The workers receive very little salary, and they live in ghettos of small, primitive houses often made of paper and scraps of metal and wood.


Another problem about nuclear energy is that is very dangerous.  We all know what happened at Chernobyl, in the old USSR, where thousands of people have died of exposure to too much radiation.  When the accident in the reactor occurred, the Soviet government tried to keep the details secret because it was embarrassing to their politicians.  They sent in soldiers to “clean up” the disaster without telling them how dangerous it was, because the soldiers didn’t know anything abut radiation, so they couldn’t protect themselves.  Thousands of these soldiers have died.


France obtains 74.5% of its total electric energy from nuclear power.  There are 56 nuclear plants operating in the county, and 6 new ones under construction.  Spain has 9 reactors, but the United States has the most: 112, which produce 20.6% of their total electrical energy.  Spain’s PSOE party imposed a moratorium on nuclear power a few years ago, because there were some accidents.


So it is obvious that the nuclear problem exists in many countries around the world.  A few more accidents could destroy the earth and the people living here.  Thus, countries should all decide to stop this terrible thing and use better sources of energy, such as solar energy or wind power, which are good for the environment.

